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Presidents Blog – December 2015
Happy New Year all, I hope everyone had a great Christmas and New Year and hopefully a good break from all things spending review related.
November and December seemed to morph into one month last year and as a result the December blog is a mix of both.  I can’t really believe how quickly time is going as I am already planning for the AGM in March and feeling a little sad that I only have one year left as regional President.  Maybe I could change the constitution and make it a 5 year term instead.  Not sure what Vice-President Mike Thomas would make of that though.
November was a time for celebration and success with our Annual Dinner on 13th.  I was delighted to present new CIPFA members with their certificates in celebration of their exam successes and acceptance to the institute.  It’s a tough job now, studying for a professional qualification while holding down a pressured full time job and maintaining a busy home life.  I applaud all students going through the professional syllabus now with not a hint of a mention of how much harder it was in my day…… bring back the Project!  I enjoy presenting the new members with their certificates as it truly is a great celebration and maybe because I wasn’t able to have my own presented at the time. 
I was pleased to recognise other successes during the year at the dinner also – Ian Coleman who was presented with the Hedley Marshall Award in October (see the October Blog) and Sarah Howard of Grant Thornton for winning the Cliff Nicholson Award.  I was really proud to present two other awards on the evening:
The annual volunteer of the year award renamed the William Joliffe award as a tribute to past National and Regional President Bill Jolliffe who sadly passed away during the year.  This award went to Simon Rafaelli, former Chair of the Northern Section and now a Council Member for his work in a very successful programme of events in the Northern Section during the year.
A new Lifetime Achievement award named the Barbara Kay Award in recognition of Barbara becoming the North West’s first female President.  The winner was Eric Cadman, from the Audit, Risk and Governance Group.  Eric has worked tirelessly for the region for many years and was very well deserving of this inaugural award.
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It was an excellent evening with a quiz and entertainment and just the thing to follow the full day conference programme.  The annual conference during the day was very well attended with some really informative sessions, especially one from Joy Marsden on personal and professional resilience in which she shared some fabulous insights into her life.  Many thanks to the sponsors – Hays and Rockfire in the day and Zurich and KBR in the evening for making the whole event possible.  Our Student Network hosted their own break-out sessions during the day which was a great success, with CIPFA sessions on the new e-assessment and the PeP and a session by Aimee Bateman on using social media which I understand went down really well.

In December CIPFA invited me to attend a pilot session for a new financial/commercial skills course they were developing for this year.  Around 15 people had been invited and the course was really fun – I won’t say too much to spoil it but I think that CIPFA are really onto something there as there is a gap currently in this area.  

And finally…..I had a bit of time over the Christmas break to catch up on new items on the CIPFA website.  I checked out a couple of items that I’d heard about but hadn’t had chance to look at as yet: 
The Transformation Hub http://www.cipfa.org/services/transformation-hub provides excellent information on resources, tools and support diagnostics to help facilitate transformation.  It’s a great place to go for information and if you are a Resource Director this is a forum you can join.  
CMI management direct http://www.cipfa.org/mycipfa/leadership-and-management-resources is a free resource you can find in Member benefits.  I saw a demo of this in October and was blown away by the extent of the free content on here.  Tap into videos, e-learning modules, checklists/guidance, e-journal articles and e-books to develop you in your role as a manager, team member or leader.  I would urge you to spend just 5 minutes having a quick look. I am also hoping to hold some virtual demos of it at our events during the year so delegates can see what it looks like
Away from CIPFA, I’m looking forward to a winter break in Thailand next month as it’s such a long time since my trip to Berlin and Krakow last month   If anyone is going to Berlin I would definitely recommend going to the Monkey Bar in the Bikini Berlin Hotel, it’s on a high floor overlooks the zoo and kept me entertained for hours.  Or was that the Moscow Mules I was drinking…..
I will then be cracking on with mad training for all my sporting events.  I think my friends took advantage of my lackadaisical Christmas nature as they booked me onto all sorts of events for this year.  I think they like me going to things as generally I come last at everything which means they don’t have to.  It’s the taking part that counts though – that’s what my parents told me the first time I came last at the butterfly in a swimming gala when I was about 8 – and I’m sticking to it!
Tough Mudder 10 September, here we come!
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Facebook – search for the Group CIPFA North West
image1.wmf

image2.jpeg
Your member benefits:
m Regional branch sy

= Nationwide ever)!





image3.jpeg
i

T‘;@,.Charwtaewd Institute of
ublic Finance & Accountancy

.onal branch support
jonwide events

ine CPD provision

e on-line knowledge resot
ange of profe_ss'\ona‘x and li
st practice guidance

ee subscription to Public Fi

.nd much more...

w.cipfa.org [regions





